Municipal Bill,

‘he statement that be would not take |
ulvantage to rush Billa through the
House ; and he doubted now whether it
would be legal for the Chairman to report
progress, or for the President to put the
juestion to the House.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr: With great
respect, the Colonial Secvetary had better
read up the rules of the House, and study
his May. It was a most silly mistake.

Tre Covonian Secrerary asked the
ruling of the President on the question.

Tue Presipent: A Bill of this kind
should be passed with a guorum in the
House. Although the Standing Orders
were suspended for the passing of Bills
through the different stages, he did not
think that suspension extended te passing
# Bill when there was not a quorum;
and according to the Standing Orders
one-third of the members should be
present.

Hon. J. W. Hackerr said he had
never heard of such a course being
adopted before, and perbaps he might
ask what now became of the Bill ? What
was the proper course to be adopted?
On the report it appeared to have been
discovered that a quorum was not pre-
sent,

Tre Pzesipent: If a quornm were l
not formed he wounld leave the Chair, and
the Bill would appear on the Notice Paper
to-morrow.

Hon. J. W. Hacgerr: At what stage?

Tue Presipent: In Committee, with
the motion of the Colonial Secretary
hefore hon. members,

Hor. J. W. Hackrrr: And what
mnotion was that ?

Trae PrestDENRT : That the amendment
of the Tegislative Assembly be agreed
to.

|

ADJOURNMENT. }

Ture Presipent (after bells had been '
rung and the usual interval elapsed),
finding there was not a quorum, adjourned |
the House at 1015 o’clock until the next
day. '

{20 Novemeer, 1900.]

Municipal Bill. 1775

Tegislatite Assembly,
Tuesday, November 20, 1900.

Papers presented—Muniecipnl Tustitutions Bill, third
rending (debate), division—Anoual Eytimates,
Colonial  Secretary's  Department, _Printing
(onwnrd), completed and reported—Loan Estimates
[resn:med;. Nunuine Railwny; progress -Adjourn-
ment.

Trre SPEAKER took the Chairat 4-30
o'clock, pm,

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENITED.

By the Premigr: 1, Insurance Pre-
miums paid by Government, return as
ordered. 2, Federal Referendum Expenses,
return as ordered.

By the CommissioNer oF RAILways:
Geraldton- Northumpton Railway, cost of
special train, return ag ordered.

Ordered io lie on the table.

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
THIRD READING.

The ATTORNEY-GENXRAL meoved
that the Bill be now read a third time.

Mr. JAMES: Hvery member under-
stood that a Bill of this nature, running
inte hundreds of clauses and covering
156 pages of print, could not be
adequately considered by this House
during the present.session. The Bill
received careful attention in the Legis-
lative Council, and when it reached this
House we understood that unless we
were prepared to accept it as it cane from
the Council and without wmendment,
there would be no prospect of our being
able to pass the Bill through this House
during the short term of the session now
remaining. Hon. members therefore
abstained from mwoving wmendments;
but he regretted to see that one amend-
ment was made in the Bill last evening,
and he now desired to move that the Bill
be reconumitted for the purpose of striking
out that amendment. If the Bill was to
be amended at all, it should be amended
as much as members considered to be
necessary. T, on the other hand, members
generally desired to pass the Bill thig
sesgion, the measure should be accepted
as it came down from the Council. He
therefore moved that the Bill be recom-

" mitted for the purpose of striking out

the amendiment.
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Mzr. HOLMES seconded the motion.
Motion put, and negatived on the

vOICes.
M=r. Jamzes called for a division,

Division taken with the following
result ;—
Ayes ... .. 3
Noes ... o . 17
Majority against. ... 14
AYES. NoEs.
Mr. Holmes Sir John Forrest
My, Wullnce Mr, Gregory
Mr. James (Teller), Mr, H: r
Mr. A. Y, Hassell
Mr, Higham

Mr. Hutehinson
Mr, INingwortl:

My, Moorheed

Mr. Pennefather

Mr. Ragon

Mr, Solomon

Mr. Throssell

Mr, Wood

Mr. Kingamill (Teller).

Motion thus negatived.

Question (third reading)
passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Legislative Council with an amend-
ment,

put  and

ANNUAIL, ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE OF SUFPFPLY.
_ Consideration resumed from previous
sitting, .

CoLoNTAL SECRETARY'S DEPARTMENT
{(Hon. G. Randell).

Vote— Printing, £31,55] :

Mer. ILLINGWORTH, referring to
item “Extra Labour, £11,000,” said this
question of extra Jabour Ly men engaged
in the Government Printing Office had
been already debated, and we simply
wanted to get fair-play for these men.
There were 48 compositors engaged in
extra labour, and many had been there
three or four years. Their rate of wages

[ASSEMBL) ]

Colonial Secretary.

" rate was £2 15s, and there was danger

of a labour trouble. The employees in
other printing establishments did not get
the holidays which Government etmployees

~usually had, but these 46 men had not

the same holidays as other Government
employees. If the men received some-
thing like the usual standard of pay,
that might prevent serious trouble.

Tre PREMIER said he believed the

‘ rate paid in the Government Printing

Office for extra labour was not so high as
that paid in private offices. Men should
not be kept an indefinite time on the
temporary staff, but if they had been

' there some years they might be added to

wag only 8s. 6d., as against 9s. 3d. .

and 10s. and 9s. and 9s. 43 in the .
other colonies, Their wayges amounted
to £2 1ls. & week, and the men

did not get the advantage of holi-

days to the extent of the permanent
staff, bul only casual holidays. He
wanted an assurance that the matter
would be looked into. Some of the
printing offices in the city had begun to
reduce their rate of wages to that paid-by
the Government, whereas the standard

the permanent list. Such employees in
the Government Printing Office should
be placed as nearly as possible on an
equality with the saine class of empleyees
in the day printing offices in the ¢ity with
regard to rate of pay, leave of absence,
holidays, and all other conditions. He
did not kunow whether that would work
out quite to the advantage of the
emplovees, but it would remove the cause
of complaint. He had had this paper on
his table for some time, bhecause the
member for North-East Coolgardie (Mr.
Vosper) had a motion on the subject,
and this was the reply.

Mz. Piesse: The employees would not
be satisfied when these conditions were
granted.

Mr. QUINLAN: The men should
receive the same rate of pay as those
engaged in outside offices. One grievance
they had was that time was stopped from
them in cases of illness.

Tue Premier: Did the emplovees in
rivate offices receive pay for the time
uring which they were sick? If so, the

Governmment would treat the compositors
referred to in exactly the same way.

Mr. VOSPER said he desired to con-
gratulate the Governnent on having taken
action in this matter. The employees
would lose some privileges by being
placed on an equality with those in out-
side offices, hut they could be trusfed to
take care of themselves. Perhaps the
Government ought also to do something
to weed out persons believed to be useless,
becanse by so doing they would to a
certain extent economise, and perhaps
make up the difference to the revenue
caused by the increased pay. If we were
going to pay the hest wages we should
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get the Dbest men. When his motion
came on he would have pleasure in with.
drawing it.

Vote put and passed.

Registry, £8440:

{20 Novemzer, 1900.]

Mr. WALLACE, referring to, the
words * Registrar of Brands,” in item 1,

said the present system of administration
left. the door open to a very dishonest
practice, which was taken advantage of
largely by those engaged in the pastoral
industry of the colony. Why had not
the Government long before this trans-
ferred the department from the Colonial
Secretary to the Stock Department? In
the other colonies it was a branch of the
Stock Department. A large amount of
interest was taken in the question, and
it was nmecessary to introduce some
proper system for registration of brands.
Reterring to the Brands Act of 1881, it
was there set forth that the registrar
should deliver a list of the brands regis-
tered during each quarter of the year,
and that the brands so registered should
be printed and issued to all Resident
Magistrates in the colony, to be kept by
them for public information. During
the fonrteen years he had been in the
colony, no such system had been pursued.
He knew that in Queensland a system of
branding had been in operation during
some 20 years; the brands there consist-
ing of two letters and a numeral. A
particular brand was issued to each
applicant, differing in some distinguish-

ing manner from other brands issued to |

other applicants. There were different
sizes of brands according to the different
classes of stock; and the system was
intended to emable pound-keepers and
persons who had stock impounded to
readily identify any brand and trace the
registered owner. There appeared to be
no system of branding in this colony;
and even the officers concerned in the
issuing of brands did not appear to know
the real object of the Brands Act. He
wag told that the Government Printing
Office had no types suitable for printing
all the various brands which persons
desired to register, and thut therefore the
system of issuing registered brands once
a quarfer could not be carried out. Of
course if the necessary types were not
available, the system would not work.
Tar Prexier: Several Bills for amend-
ing the Brands Act had been introduced,
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but the Government were unable to pass
them. Tle Queensland Aect, to which the
hon. member had referred, was also intro-
duced here, but the House would not
pass it.

Mr. WALLACE : The present system
wag no protection to the owners of stock,

. and in eases of prosecution the necessary

evidence as to dentity of brands was very
difficult to obtain, because many brands
were not sufficiently distinctive. He
believed there were hundreds of brands
used in this enlony which had never heen
registered.

Tre Premier: No, no.

Me. WALLACEK : There seemed to be
nobody looking after the brands, and
there wae a total want of system. One
officer had said that if a horse had two
or more brands on it already, why dis-
figure it by adding another brand ¥ That
showed the officer did not understand the
real object of having distinetive regis-
tered brands.

Tae Premier: The brands were all
registered and poblished in the Govern-
ment Gazeffe.

Mr. WALLACE : Many of the old
inhalitants of the colony had their own
brands, azd were unwilling to part with
them, so that they did not readily take to
any new and better system; still a better
systemi was necessary, and he thought
that if the branding of stock were trans-
ferred to the care of the Stock Depart-
ment, this would lead to the adoption of
a better system of branding. The
impounding provisions of the Trespass
Act also required alteration. Persons
might impound stock in their own yards,
by running them in; then incorrectly
advertise the brands, and thus might
acquire valuable animals by bidding a
nowinal price, and practically by fraund.

Mz. DARLOT : The Chief Inspector
of Stock had recently adwmitted to him
that he was not anxious to register brands,
for to do so meant more work for his
staff without inecreased salaries. This
ofticer knew something of branding fox
terriers and water dogs, but nothing of
branding horses and bullocks. The last
speaker's remarks were quite true. As
an justance, there was a pastoralist whose
brand was U ; within 10 miles of him a
neighbour registered U with a bar under-
neath, and another neighbour U with 1

, alongside it; consequently the first-men-



1778

danual Estimates :

tioned proprietor could not distingunish
his own stock. It was a disgrace to the
Government that the registration of
brands, for which the pastoralists paid,
should be administered by an officer
wholly ignorant of the subject. It was
daylight robbery to ask peopleto register
brands and yet give them no security.
Owners, knowing that nothing was gaived
by registration, had ceased to register.
One man had told him (Mr, Darlét) that
three vears ago he registered a brand,
and on recently going to register another
he found that his former brand was the
last one registered. Pastoralists had lost
confidence in the administration of the
Brands Act by the present Governwment.
During the recess, the matter should be
looked into with a view of introducing
early next session the system of Queens.
land or of South Australia.

Towe PREMIER: The last speaker
had been somewhat severe on the Govern-
ment regarding the administration of the
Brands Act; but if this were unsatis-
factory, why were complaints withheld
till the close of the session? In this and
the other Chamber were many pastoralists
who, if the matter were pressing, ¢ould
have introduced a Bill, or asked the
Glovernment to do so, for amending the
Brunds Act; but neither in this nor the
previous session had complaints been
made. On two occasions the present
Government introduced amending Bills.
About three vears ago the Govermmnent
introduced a Bil providing for the
Queensland system of brands, consisting
of numerals and letters; but the House
would not accept the Bill, which was
withdrawn. Evidently the pastoralists
had themselves to Llame, for the gold-
fields members and town members were
not adverse to such legislation If the
member for Yalgoo (Mr. Wallace) had
introduced a Bill this session, he would
have found support from all sides. The
Government would be most happy to
assist in drafting or introducing such a
Bill at the request of hon. members.
The Minister of Mines had in band the
draft of the Bill previvualy submitted.
To give effect to the Brands Act,
there was required, not an experienced
pastoralist or butcher, but a good
system of brands easily distinguishable.
People who had valnable stock did not

like their animals marked too much with .

[ASSEMBLY.]
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branding. We wanted a simple brand,
and could not get one clearty distingunish-
able. Therefore all these hieroglyphics
were used. and very often they ran into
one another, so that it was hard to dis-
tinguish them. Some years ago an
endeavour was made to classify all the
brands in existence, all those that looked
like ** A > being under A, and those that
lgoked liked “B" under B, and so on.
The same with regard to numerals.
These were published in the Government
Gazette. They were lithographed care-
fully, so that the exact brand was deline-
ated. Perhaps thut was 12 or 15 years ago,
and he did not know whether the system
had Deen kept up since. The number
of stock owners in the colony had not
increased in a very remarkable manner
doring recent years, although he was
glad to say the stock had increased,
There were no new squatters in the hon.
member’s district, for the best land was
taken up, and new-comers would have to
go further back, where there was less
water and the ground was less fertile,
He did not think investigation would
show the action of the department de-
served the strictures passed upon it by
the member for the DeGrey (Mr. Darl6t).
Of course the department might have
registered brands too much alike, which
anyone might do, and if so, it was to be
regretted. He (the Premier} would take
a note of it, and he agreed with the
member for Yalgoo (Mr. Wallace) and
the member for the DeGrey in reference to
a new Brands Act. We tried to get one,
and it must have been the fault of the
squatters that the Bill prepared did not
become law. He would see if we could
not have a Bill introduced next session.
Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
stock owners weré muinly responsible and
to blame for the fact that a new Brands
Bill had not been passed in this House,
and he was sorry to hear the strictures
from the member for the leGrey (Mr.
Darldt) on the action of the Government.
The hon. member could not be conversant
with the facts, otherwise he would not
have given utterance to those remarks.
Sonte six years ago a brands Bill was
introduced, that being mainly due to the
registrar himself, but the Bill met with
considerable opposition on the part of
members representing the pastoral dis-
tricts, aud had to be withdrawn. The
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Bill, which was a very good one, provided
for the three-letter brand in this colony.
The Attorney General at that time,
spenking on the Bill introduced, said
sousiderable opposition had been given to
it by members representing the country
districts ; ulso that communication was
held on the subject with other colonies,
including New Zealand, and they all
recommended the adoption of the three-
letter system as the best. The then
member for the Vasse (Mr. Cookworthy)
siid he thought it would be better to put |
the matter off, and Mr. Clarkson, the t
then member for Toodyny, remarked
that there had been no outery among
the stock owners as to the existing
system. Although not opposed to the
Bill in the same way as those hon. gentle-
men, he (the Minister of Mines) vather
objected at that time to the brauds owned
by stock owners being taken from them,
and to compelling the stock owners to
adopt the new system entirely. How-
ever, he was quite prepared for the Bill
to ¢o into Committee, and be thoroughly
threshed out. Since that time the Premier
had asked him to bring forward a Bill, but
owing tothe opposition of the stock owners
the Bill was never really introduced. The |
best thing we could do was to adopt the |
three-letter system as soon as possible.
Stock owners did not like parting with
brands they had held for a great number
of years, but the step would have to be -
taken some day, and the soomer the
better for the stock owners, in the long .
run. An excellent Bill was now in print, ‘
and it would, he believed, meet with the
approval of the majority of members
representing pastoral districts. He hoped
something would be done in this direction
next session. Although the Registrar of
Brands might not be a practical stock
owner, he bad been administering the :
Brands Act for a great number of years,
and perhaps saw defects which the stock
owner did not see, it being impossible for.
the registrar to publish the brands regis-
tered in this colony, which had been
really a system of hieroglyphics. Tt
would cost a great deal to have the
blocks made of some of these extraor.
dinary brands which had been used in
the colony for years past. The officer
was fully alive to the position, and no
one was more andious that something
should be done in the direction indicated.

{20 Novemser, 1900.]

~ was commonly called a “lifer.”
. {Mr. Darlét) moved that the salary of
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The registrar had in his office all the
particulars in regard to the subject, which
would be very useful to the Government.

Mr. DARLOT : The registration of
brands should not be connected with the
office of the Chief Inspector of Stock.
No pastoralist would grumble at paying
a small tax whicb would bring in from
£3,000 to £5,000 a year, if the Govern-
ment would not credit the general expen-
diture of the colony with the amount,

! but would place it to the credit of the

Stock Department, and have the Stock
Department carried on properly. One
actmg inspector at Geraldton passed five
bulleeks some time last winter that were
simply swarming with tick. Sooner than
allow those animals to go upon his (Mr.
Darlot’s) territory he would have shot
them. He told the man so, and he took
a rifle and cartridges, The Chief
Inspector of Stock went up there, and it
was only after examination witha micro-
scope that he could tell the difference
between cattle lice and the supposed
cattle tick. The man who passed those
five bullocks and allowed them to go info
pastoral country so infested with an
insect of any kind onght to be discharged
from the service. Apparently when once
a civil servant got a billet he was what
He

the Registrar of Brands be reduced by
£50, and that the position of Registrar
of Brands be transferred to the Stock
Department.

Trae Cuatkmaw: The hon. member
could not move the latter part of the
suggested amendment, but he could move
that there be a reduction.

Mz. DARLOT moved that the salary
be reduced by £50.

Me. WALLACE: The Premier was
quite right in what he had said, bLut
apparently ke bad not grasped the point as
to damagre caused to the hides by branding.
An outery was raised by tabners some
years ago aguinst the branding of catile
on certain portions of the hide, such as
the rump and theribs. That would have
to be considered under the Brands Act,
and some provision should be made
to prohibit branding on the rump and
ribs of cattle, and on the saddle of horses.
The BMinister of Mines had approved of
the system of three letters in preference
to the Queensland system of two letters



1780

Annual Estimates :

[ASSEMBLY.]

-and o numeral. Tt was swid that the !

other colonies had uscd up the numerals,
and if so there was no reason why this
colony should not adopt some aystem like
the signg on playing-cirds, such as an
arrangement of hearts, clubs, or spades,
and this could be done without blotching
the brand, The blame for the present
want of system should really fall on the
Minister in charge, and the fact was that
the Commissioner of Crown Lands was
too much concerned in giving awav land
for nothing, and showed too little atten-
tion to matiers affecting the branding of
stock.

Mzr. MITCHELL: Something ocught
to be done for introducing a proper system
of branding. Hehad been living amnongst
farmers and squaiters for 28 vears, and
had rarely heard complaints; but he
remembered that when a system of
three letters was introduced, the objection
coming from some stock-owners was that
it was too expensive to have go large a
brand, and they preferred a smaller one.
It was said that the publication of brands
could not be continned for want of separate
blocks for each brand; but surely the
espense of providing blocks should not
stand in the way of a proper system of
registration and publication. Some of
the money now spent in preparing and
printing voluminous statistics for members
of this House in various forms, and to an
extent that caused those statistics to be
geldom read, might he applied to the
carrying out of a proper system of
brunds for stock. As Mr. Gladstone
had once said, people in England were
willing to be taxed but not to be teazed ;
and it must be confessed that in Western
Australia toco much of the legislation was
really teazing to the people who had to
put up with it. A Bill for putting the
branding of stoek on a proper busis
should be introduced, and without further
delay.

Mz, DARLOT: With regard to the
same brand igssued to two different per-
sons in the colony, he could prove that
this happened in the case of Mr. James
Aijken, of Milly Milly on the Murchison,
who registered in 18383 a diamond bLrand
with a hine across the top called “ diamond
T.” Mr. A. W, Edgar, of Gingin, showed

some cattle at the show in Guildford the
other day, and when his attention was

called to the fact that his brand resembled

Branding of Stock.

one which had been granted to Mr. Aiken
many years ago, that gentleman asked
him (Mr. Darlét) to bring the matter
before Parliament. The fact was that
Mr, Edgar had been defrauded of 7s. Gd.
for the registration of a brand which had
been previously issued to another stock-
owner, and an action at law might result
ab any time.

TAe Premier: Perhaps Mr. Edgar
had. gone to the department to alter
that.

Mp. DARLOT: He was in town to-
day to see about it. This pastoral Lusi-
ness needed more attention from the
Grovernment. What had the Government
done to keep the rabbits back, but liberate
a few cats in the bush to die of starva-
tion? This good old industry which had
kept the colony going for muany years
was being neglected by a Government
who were too much concerned with novel
things,

TrE Premier: Members of the Govern-
ment were as much interested in it as was
the hou, member.

Me. DARLOT: The members of the
(Gtovernment were neglecting their own
interests by sticking to the parliamentary
bonours they had held too long, instead
of attending to matters affecting stock.

Mg. IrrineworTH : The hon. member
should change sides.

Me. DARLOT : If he did he would be
supported by public opinioa in the other
colonies. [Mg. JnniweworTH : Hear,
hear.] The rabbits should have been
met at the border, whereas the Govern-
ment were still considering the sending
out of parties to destroy them. Let the
registration of brands be transferred to
the Stock Department.

Amendment put and. negatived, and
the item passed.

Ttem —Tewmporary clerical assistance,
£3,000:

Tre PREMIER wmoved that the words
“temporary clerical assistance in connee-
tion with general” be struck out, and “of
colony, 1901,” inserted after * census™;
also that the figures « £3,000” be struck
out, and two new items nserted in lieu,
namely: “enumerators, sub-enumerators,
and clerival assistants, £1,750"; aad
‘“contingencies and incidental expenses,
£1,250."

Amendments put and passed. Other
itums ayreed to, and the vote passed,
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Friendly Socielies, £880—agreed to.

Charities, £23,204 11s.—agreed to.

Government Gardens and Government
House Domain, £1,678—agreed to.

Public Health, £2,990—agreed to.

Educational, £82,900:

Mz. GREGORY : It was hardly fair
the Committee should have to pass this
vote, without a report from the depart-
ment as to work done during the year.
There had been only a supplementary
report showing the number of teachers.
There was great necessity for schools in
new goldfields districts. A resolution
passed last year had been followed by
increased activity in this direction, but
something more was required. Greater
educational facilities would lead to
increased settlement at places like Mount
Morgans, Leonora, and Kookynie,

Tee PrEMIER: There was £54,000
provided for schools in this year's Esti-
mates.

Me. GREGORY : The school teacher
at Mount Maleolm received £160 per
annum, whereas ah ordinary miner earned
£3 10s. to £4 a week. Higher salaries
shonld be paid.

Tee PremiER : Salaries were fixed by
the regulations.

Mr. GREGORY : Let the regulations
be altered. The Colonial Secretary had
been very considerate to outlying places,
but a school should be established in each
district where there were not less than
15 children of school age. Miners’
Institutes should also be utilised. [Mr.
Mogaw: Hear, hear.]

Tre PreEmite: The expense would be
great.

Mgr. GREGORY: Bui it would be
recouped, because men would then bring
their wives znd families to the colony.

Mr. A. Y. HasserL: Several gold-
fields’ schools were now empty.

Me. GREGORY: In the absence of
a report, hon. members were in ignorance
of the facts.

Me. MITCHELI, referring to item,
“Examiners’ Fees, £130,” asked for expla-
nation. :

Tue Premier: These were paid to
exawiners of schools. Examination papers
were not prepared for nothing.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Exaw.

[20 NoveMBER, 1900.]  Post and Telegraphs. 1781

Me. MITCHELL, referring to item
“ Evening schools, £400,” asked were not
such schools self-supporiing 7 If not,
they ought to Le.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Pupils
paid certain fees, but not for all weork in
connection with schools.

Trae PREMIER: There was an
increase. The amount paid by the Gov-
ernment last year was £144, whereas this
year the estimate was £400.

Vote put and passed.

Post and Telegraph. £263,631 7s. 6d. :

Mz, WILSON: The Post and Tele-
graph Department wounld be handed over
to the charge of the Federal Government,
probably next year, and the salaries in
these Estimates would be those at which
our officers would be taken over. Many
anomalies existed. The member for
North-East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper)
pointed out discrepanciesexisting hetween
officers working 1 this department and
officers working in other Government
departments in Western Australia. He
(Mr. Wilson) wanted to point out
briefly the great discrepancies in relation
o the salavies of some of the heads of
departments, as compared with salaries
paid in some of the other colontes.

TeE PreMIER : Which would the hon.
member take ?

Mr. WILSON : All the colonies.

Tt PreEmier: Take South Australia.
We had some information about that.

Mr. WILSON said he would take
South Australis when he had the infor-
mation. The Postmaster General in
South Australia received £1,000 per
annum, whereas in Western Australia
the salary was £650.

Tre PremieEr: The Postivasier
General was Government Astronomer, he
believed, and he was a man of world-wide
reputation.

Mr. WILSON said he did not kmow.
He had not the amount paid in South
Australia to the superintendent of tele-
graphs, but the sum paid in New South
Wa].i'es was £740, and our superintendent
of telegraphs got £500. The chief
accountant here seemed to be fairly well
paid, as compared with the chief acconn-
tant of South Australia, the amount here

»

' being £460 as against £423 in South
| Australia, but if we took into considera-

iners of candidates for scholarships and | tion the extra cost of living in Western

public exhibitions were paid.

| Australia, compared with the cost of
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living in South Australia, the chief '
accountant here was pot receiving more
than was paid in South Australia. The

chief inspector in South Australia got
£320, a.ng the chief inspector here £425.
The telegraph manager and electrician in
South Australia got £320, and the tele-
graph manager and electrician here £425.
He had not the figures showing the
salary paid to the manager of the Suvings
Bank in South Australia, but the amount
paid to the manager here was £415, and
that paid to the manager in New South .
Wales £800.

Tueg Premier: The bank in New
South Wales was very much bigger than
the bank here.

Mzr. WILSON: The manager of the
Money Order Office in South Australia
received £425, and here the amount was
£395.

Tnae Peemier: That officer got £400
this vear.

Mg, WILSON : The superintendent of
mails in South Australia received £425,
and the superintendent of mails here
£400, including a rise of £5. The
superintendent of mails here did about
double the amount of work done by the
superintendent of mails in South Ans-
tralia, because the superintendent of
mails in South Australia only handled
ooe mail at a time, whereas the superin-
tendent of mails here had to deal with
both mails. The officers in charge of the
different rooms of the mail branch in
Victoria received from £220 to £445, in
New South Wales £170 to £300, in
Queensland £230 to £245, and Western
Australia £150 to £230, so that our
maximum was the minimum in Queens-
land, and almost the minimum of Vie-
toria.

Tue Premise: Let the hon. member !
tuke the operutors in South Australia. |
|
|

Mr. WILSON said he had not the
information.

Tur Premier: The hon. member was
prepared to give only the figures that °
were suitable.

Me. WILSON : The member for North- -
East Coolgardie thoroughly dealt with
the operators the other night.

Tue PremMier: Whoever supplied the |
figures took care to leave that informa-
tion out.

Mr. WILSON: The gentleman who
supplied him (Mr. Wilson) with informa-
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tion was not asked to give him informa
tion about the operutors.

Tar Premier: We would find tha
the pay in West Australia was from £21(
to £295, as against £150 to £190 in Soutl
Australia.

Mz. WILBON: The member for North
East Coolgardie said the other night the
operators here were paid equally as wel
as operators in the other colonies.

TrRE PreMigr: We were a long wa)

! ubove them.

Me. WILSON: Living in Westen
Ausiralia was 25 per cent. higher than it
the Eastern colonies. [One or twi
Memerra: No.] Tt was. Oue coulc
live in Queenslund 30 per cent. cheape
than here. His object was not to sy
the officers in the different positions il
the Postal and Telegraph Departmen
deserved more salary, but simply to poin
out that we were gomg to hand over thi
great department to the Federal Govern
ment.

THE PrEmier:
five years.

Me. WILSON : The matter was goin
vut of our control, and the officers wouli
be valued by the Federal Governmen
as we valued themn. 1In the other colonie
the matter was receiving due considera
tion.

Tue PreMmier: What increase wer
they giving in South Australia thi

ear ?

Me. WILSON said he did not know
and did not care.

Tue Premier: About £4,000 alto

ther.

Mr. WILSON: In this colony Mi
Howlett, who was a very capable offices
got a rise of £5.

Tue Premisr: £400 was a very goo
salary.

Mr. WILSON: A rise of £5 was w
insult to an able officer who had been 2

We had to pay fo

" or 30 years in the service, when other

were getting increases of £15 or £20.

Tre PreMIER : The line must be draw
sotewhere.

Mz. WILSON: Mr. Howlett was on
of the best officers in the Postal Depart
ment.

THE PrEMIER said he thought so.

M=z, WILSON: That officer had bee
disgracefully treated.

Mz. Georei: The ofticer had no friem
in court; that was the trouble.
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Mr. WILSON: Then there was the
overseer of letter carriers, who wasa very
hard-working man, and he got an increase
of £10, his salary being raised from £220
to £230. That officer had been sixteen
or seventeen years in the department.
Oue wanted, however, to deal generally,
and not with individuals. Tn New
South Wales especially, what were
called the appeals were to be heard.
Our officers should be treated the
same way as officers in other parts of
Australia.  Seeing the advances to the
post and telegraph officers were only
about 50 per cent. of those given
in other bLranches of the service, the
Government should appoint a small com-
mittee to classify the officers and see
whether they recerved adequate remunera-
tion, so that when they went under the

Federal Government they would be
properly graded.
Mg. Moran: Where should we find

the money ?

Mr. WILSON: It was the duty of
the Government to find the money. We
might well expend a portion of the
£7,000 or £8,000 surplus.

Mz. GEorgE: The Government had
not a penny of surplus.

Tak Peesaer: £14,000 was required
for puyment of members.

Mr. WILSON: If the officers in the
department were unfairly treated, there
was bound to be dissatisfaction.

Tue Premier: There was no unfair-
ness.

Me. WILSON: The officers in this
department would be satisfied H treated
on the same lines as those in other de-
partments. They hud not been so
treated, however, for the average increase
in this department was £9 14s., whereas
in the others it was £16 7s.

THEe Prenier: We allowed them
houses and all sorts of things.

M=z. WILSON: We only asked that a
committee should be appointed to inquire
into the matter.

T Peremigr: There had been an
increase of £20,000 on their salaries and
sllowances this year.

Me. WILSON: Were there any new
officers appointed ?

Tuae PrEMIER: Very few.

Mr. WILSON: Two or three might
be appointed as a committee to grade the
- officers, so that they should start on an
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equality with their confréres in the other
colonies.

At 630, the Cuarraan left the.
Chair. .

A.t. 7'30, Chair resumed.

Tae PREMIER: 1t wus to be
regretted there should lLe any adverse
comment in regard to the Postal and
Telegraph Departwent. He was aware
there waus some dissatisfaction amongst
the staff in the Post Office in regard to
increages made in this year’s Estimates.
The cavnse of that dissatisfaction seemed
to be a fear that those on the staff would
be transferred to {he Federal Government
on u basis less favourable in regurd to
salary than those in the: service of the
other colonies. TLooking at the gquestion
fairly, it would be found that those
engaged here in these services were not
treated anfairly in this year's Estimates,
because he noticed that nearly everyone
had some increase of salary, and the
general result was that £20,610 more
was provided in these Estimates for these
services than the amount provided last
year. The suggestion that new appoint-
ments in the department would accouni
for this difference was not really an
explanation of the increase ; because while
there was some increase of business in
one place there was a decrease in others,
and the whole result would be about the
game in regard to the number of persons
employed. The whole of the service of
the Post and Telegraph Department
would bave to be put on what might be
called a commeon basis, when transferred
to the Federal Government ; and menmbers
of this service would soon realise, after
the transfer, that thenm they would not
belong to a department of this colony,
but would belong to the whole of Aus-
tralia, and they would consequently have
to be moved about as opportunity for
prowotion occurred, to take positions in
various parts of the continent. A post-
master in Perth, for instance, might be
transferred to Queensland; and the
whole service would be on the same
footing as that of a great commerciat
establishment which bad its officers
spread over Australia, and moved them
about to snit the requirements of business
and for purposes of promotion. Wemust
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not forget that in transferring this depart- |
ment to the Federal Governwent, we :
should be also transferring the charges !
ingidental to them; because under the
federal system of book-keeping which
would operate during the first five years,
all the expenditure would be charged
against this colony, and all the receipts
of the establishment in this colony would
be eredited to it; fherefore the colony
would have to pay for all its servants in
this department during the first five
years, in the terms laid down in the
Commonwealth Act. Comparisons were
not easy to make and were seldown satis-
factory, unless the conditions were com-
pletely similar. The comparison made
by the member for the Canning (Mr.
Wilson) was open to this objection, for
the hon. member seemed to forget that
the Postmaster General in South Aus-
tralis, while rveceiving £1,000 a year,
really performed otber duties cutside the
Post Office in connection with the astrono-
mical department, for which services he
received £500 a year. He was also a
very old officer and a distinguished man,
being a Fellow of the Roval Society of
London, which was in itself o great dis-
tinction, and he was o man of world-wide
reputation.

M=z. Wicson: When doing other duties
he must have someone in the Post Oftice
to perform his duties there.

Tae PREMIER : It was the general
practice in South Anstralia for officers to
perform various duties in addition to
those of the particular office held by
them, that being the result of various
attempts made to economise from time to
time. Some of those officers really per-
formed a multitude of duties. Post.
masgters had to do various other things
besides the strictly postal work. All the
electoral work of the colony was carried
on by the postmasters, and in one place
the postmaster was receiving £30 as
harbour-master, £20 as light-keeper, £20
as savings bank agent, aiso sub-collector
of customs, inspector of public-houses,
assistant inspector of fisheries (without
salary in this case), £25 and fees as
returning ofticer, while acting also as
assislant registrar of births, deaths, and
marriages. For all these offices he received

[ASSEMBLY.]

£150 a year! A fair comparison could
be made in the case of Eucla, where the
telegraph muster on ouv side of the border

FPost and Teleyraphs.

received £340 a year, as compared witl

P £270 and subsistance allowance, witl

quarters, fur the telegraph naster on thi
South Australian side of the border. Thi:
instance showed that the Bucla office
on this side of the border received mor
than the Eucla officer on the other side o
the border. Asanother instance, take th
case of Port Adelaide: there the post anc
telegraph master received £340 a yeur
as compared with the post and telegrapl
master at Fremantle, who received £40(
a year, the officer here thus receiving £6(
a year more. The Port Adelaide post
master was also customs officer withow
salary, and he performed various othe
duties, which was not the case at Fre
mantle.  All through the service it
South Australia the officers filled variou:
positions and perforwed varicus duties
and on the whole they did not receive s
much payment as gimilar officers in this
colony, who also had less duties to per.
form. It would be found that Soutl
Austrulinn officinls were not better paic
than those in this colony, if as well paid
Qur accountant received more and ow
cashier less than theirs, the salaries of the
cashier beiny £395 and £310 respectively
Generally, our officers were not badly paid
but it was asserted the classification wus
imperfect.

Me. WiLson: What about the super
intendent of mails ?

Tue PREMIER: Our inspector of
mails received £400 a year: in Soutl
Australia there was apparently no sucl
office. Their superintendent of the letter
branch received £450, and our superin
tendent £400. During the Jast two o
three years there had been an improve.
ment ix postal salaries. Prior to that
no doubt these were low; bul at thal
time the means of the colony were nof
great. The Government never had any
desire to treat postal officials worse than
others, for those officers deserved well of
the community, being attentive to their
duties and working long hours. It was
stated the service had been classified and
the classificatioh upset by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. Hormrs: Upset by the Post-
master General.

Tae PREMIER: Of that he had not
heard. True, the Esthmates had come
forward in u certain way; but, 4s it was
not possible to grant all the increases sug-
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gested, they were sent back to the Colonial !

Secretary for revision on the basis already
explained. As far as possible, increases
up to £275 had not been disturbed,
but all over that sum had been curtailed
as far as possible, and had to be made
the subject of special recommendations.
That was the rule all through the
Estimates, though some departments
were possibly more persistent than
others, and received better treatment.
But Ministers had been in a difficulty,
the demands upon the public purse being
in excess of the available revenue.
Nevertheless, the Post Office appeared
to have come off very well. There had
been an increase in fized salaries of
£15,730, in provisional and temporary
salaries of £1,082, and in allowancus of
£3,848. Though it was generally stated
South Australis had increased the postal
service so that the post office might be
taken over by the Federul Government
on a satisfactory footing, still with
regard to salaries, the Increases in the
whole vote of that colony lust year
amounted to only £8,000 and the
decreases to £4,000; showing a net
increase of £4,000.

Me. Kivesminn: But that colony had
a better standard to start with.

Tae PREMIER: The South Aus-

tralian standard of classification was not .

very bigh. In the second class there was
a minimum of £350, rising by £15
increases to £425; in the third class
a minimum of X£280, rising by £10
in¢reases to £330; in the fourth class a
minimuw of £220, rising by £10
mcreases to £270; in the fifth class
a minimum of £160, rising by £10
increases to £210; and for cadets, a
minimum of £50, rising by £15 increases
to £80. Our postal officials were better
off than those of South Australia.

Me. KivesmrLn: So they ought to
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continue to belong to the West Australian
postal service. They would belong to
the Australian service, and any ideas to
the contrary would receive a very rude
ghock. Once the postal and customs
departments were taken over by the
Commonwealth, officials would come here
from other colonies in droves; and,
contrarywise, it was to be hoped that
some local officers would be promoted to
higher positions elsewhere.

Mr. GEORGE: As postal officials
were the last mentioned in the Estimates,
it was natural they should suffer when
the pruning-knife had to be applied.

THE PrEmMiEr: That was not so.

Me. GEQORGE: It must bethe case.
The last department in the Estimates
must suffer. The chief postal officers
had fair claims for consideration, for in
other departments there had been con-
siderable increases to men whose services
were not longer nor more valuable than
theirs. The Premier was unwittingly in
errot in stating there had been fair
increases this year in the department.
On last year’s Hstimutes there were
1,589 officers; this year there were 1,704,
and the difference accounted for a con-
giderable proportion of the £24,000
increase referred to; in fact, £6,000 was
accounted for in contingencies alone.
There was a general impression that
advances recommended had been dis-
allowed ; and it had been said, no doubt
rudely and inaccurately, that cexrtain
high officials did not entertain the
kindliest feelings towards this depart-
ment or its chief. Whether animosities
resulting from old quarrels of school
days still survived, it was impossible
to say. He dvew the Premier's atten-
tion to the question of telephones.
The telephone service in Perth and in

* Fremantle and between those centres

be. Here, the cost of living was higher. -
Tug PREMIER: During the last

three or four years there had heen

very considerable increases in postal -
salaries, and the House could hardly
be expected to deal exceptionally with -

this department because it was about to

be transferred to the Commonwealth; .

for this colony must coutinue to pay the
salories for at least five years.
departmental officers must remove from

The

their minds the idea that they would :

contrasted favourably with that in other
parts of the world ; but it was a terrible
trial to those who had to wuse it
Apparently there was something in the
telephone system that needed consider-
able improvement. People in Fremantle
could hear people in Perth talking meost
distinctly, whereas a person in Perth
could not hear distinctly a person talking
in Fremantle. It was probably not the
fault of the operators, but of the system.
The Estimates contained an item for
placing telephone cables underground at
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Perth and installing the metallic circuit
and so forth. Was that with the object
of doing away with this ammoyance?
Unless the system could be improved
many persous would bave to give up
using it. Perhaps the electric trams had
something to do with it. The Govern-
ment should utilise whatever science
could give us to do away with this
terrible annoyance.

Tae PREMIER : One was under the
impression that the interruption of the
telephone service was largely due to the
trams. The expenditure of money had
been authorised to do away with thbat
interruption as far as possible by the
metallic circuit, the double wire. He
did not know we could do anything
more than that. Judging from his own
telephone, that was fairly successful,
for although there was a noise at times,
one could generally hear fairly well what
was said. He believed it was intended to
huve a metallic circuit in all those places
affected by the trams, and be expected
that in time a)! the telephones would have
a metallic circuit. As to Fremantle there
was a difficulty probably because there
was not enough wires, for he did not
know of any other reason. There was
a difficulty in getting communication
quickly with Fremantle, but when one got
hitched on he could generally hear.

Mr. TuLiveworTH: They turned one
off in & moment.

Tae PREMIER : There must be some-
thing defective in the telephone system
here, for the officers did not know when
one was in communication. Still he
thought that telephonic communication
in Perth was certuinly better than in
other places he had been in, including
London. He did not think there was any
cause of complaint in Perth, except in
cases where there was no metallic circuit.
The Telephone Department were, he
believed, trying their best to improve the
service, and the Government were not in
any way blocking the department in those
endeavours. It was absolutely desirable
that the telephone system, which was a
goodl business commercially, should be
made as efficient as possible. If there
were any complaints with regard to the
service and we could remedy them, he
would, if members would bring the matier
under his votice, do his best to urge the
department to rectify things.

[ASSEMBLY.)
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Me. KINGSMILL : The chief increase:
in salaries above £275 were confined tc
the staff of the Chief Inspector. Seeiny
that these gentlemen acted as detectives
of the postal service, it did not augur wel]
for ihe rest of the service that they hac
their salaries raised by a substantial
amount whilst others received no increase
He thought ll the inspectors were raised
£15. Neither the superintendent of
telegraphs nor the accountant gol a rise
Had any system been followed 1n cutting
down the original Estimates ?

Ter PrEmier said he thought the
salaries high enough.

Mr. KINGSMILL : If so, why did the
Premier not think the salaries of those
who had increases were already higl
enough? The feeling of the departinen
was that there had been inequality in the
distribution of the rises.

Tae PrEMIER said he did not know
one from another, except in a few cases.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: A beard con
sisting of the heads of the department:
gave a sort of rough classification.

Tre PreEmizr said he never heard of
that till the other day.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : There was ¢
board consisting of the heads of depart
vents, who went into the position of
every officer, and made a sort of rougl
classification. It was expected that th
recommendations of that board would I
carried out; but he was informed the
Miunisters of other departments did no
go fully comply with the recommends
tions as did the Minister of this particula:
department.

Tue Premier said he thought they did

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Perhaps the
information was incorrect. Apart fron
the Post and Telegraphs, and including
775 officers on the fixed staff in th
Railway Department, there were 1,03!
officers altogether, and the increments ir
those cases rose from £14 to £22, whils
in this particular department with 1,19(
officers, the average increase amounted t
only £9 14s. This department woul(
be taken ever by the Federal Government
‘Where the men's salaries had been raisec
from £195 to £200, and £395 to £400
the small ingrement of £5 would put .
man inte another class under the genera
system of posts and telegraphs, whicl
wonld be the Australian system Dby
and by.
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Tue Premizr: Thatall depended ; if
it was anything like South Austrslia, that
would not be the case.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Inmany cases
an increase of salary from £95 to £100
would lift a man from one class to
another. Tt was felt that no attempt bad
been made to give fair and reasonable
increases, and the officers would go over
to the new department at a disadvantage
in consequence of not obtaining the incre-
ments they felt they were entitled to, and
which the board recommended and led
them to expect.

Tur PrEmize: Mr. Heid said boards
would have all the revenue the Govern-
ment possessed if the Government would
let them. -

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Mr. Reid said
a lot of good things and & lot of foolish
things, and this wus one of the latter.
If the civil servants were classified the
tronble would not exist. Would the
Premier make the uecessary inguiries
and endeavour to see that this depart.
ment did not go over to the Common-
wealth at a disadvantage.

M=. Moran: What did the hon. mem-
ber mean by disadvantage? No two
colonies were alike.

Tue PrREMIER: Probably South Aus-
tralia was the worst.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : It had never
been suggested that all the eolonies were
alike.

Tae PereEmMier: The Federal Parlia-
ment would have a civil service of their
own.

Mz ILLINGWORTH : It was not so
much a question of the amount of incre-
ment as the position which had given
dissatisfaction.

Tat PreMrer: The officers had never
got more than an increase of £1( a year
for years and years.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : All one asked
wasg that the Premier would consult the
head of this department, and see what
arrangements should be made so that if
possible the grievance might be satis-
factorily settled, and the officers would
not go over at a disadvantage.

Mr. MORAN: A member ought never
to make a financial suggesiion of any
kind without being able to show how the
money was to be obtained.

Mr. GeorGE: Where was payment of
members to come from P
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Me. MORAN: We knew where it was
going to. In connection with this Post
Office vote, there was another fallacy.
There was no compulsion for a wan to
take money he did not think he earned.
In connection with the Post Office vote,
what did it matter whether this depart-
ment was beiny transferred to the Federnl
Parliament, which no doubt would readily
consent to have salaries increased during
the next five years if this colony requested
that the increases should be made, De-
canse this colony during that time would
have to pay the salaries. According to the
Commonwealth Act, this colony would
have to pay every “bean” of the money
for carrying on this service during the
next five years; and here were members
making a fuss about raiging men's
salaries, when in fact we could next year
or the following year make any increases
we wished by simply arranging to pay
the extra money. As to the men in these
departmeuts being put on the same level
as men in similar departinents in the
other colonies, the fact was that no two
colonies were alike in regard to post and
telegraph services, and the Common-
wealth would have to make its own
classification. If these services were to
be placed on the same footing as similar
gervices in the other colonies, then mem-
bers might know, by reading such news-
papers as the Sydney Bulletin, some
letter-carriers were paid the munificent
salary of 30s. a week. Therefore if
letter-carriers in this colony were to be
raised to the level of letter-carriers in
Victoria, our men would have to keep a
wife and family of thirteen kids on thirty
shillings a week! It wag easy to talk
aboul giving increases, but where was
the additional money to come from? If
hon. members argued in favour of
increases, they should at least show the
sources from which additional revenue
was to be obtained.

Tae Premige: This department got
£20,000 increase during this year.

Me. MORAN : Toadd further increases
would be a difficult matter, when there
was no margin of revenue from which to
get the money; and so far from the
estimate of revenue being above the
probuble amount for this year, it was
more likely the estimate of expenditure
would be below the actual amount. He
could see only one way to get additional
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revenue for paying increases, and that
was to reduce the amount to be spent on
public works and buildings throughout
the colony. So long as we spent money
out of revenue for these purposes, there
would be less revenue available for
increase of salaries; and if we could cut
down the expenditure on works and
buildings out of revenue, we might then
have the means of using that wmoney
more beneficially in other directions.
The trouble of the Government was not
to pay increases, but to find the money
out of which increases conld be paid;
and he failed tosee any movement in this
House for cutting down increases which
bad been given to the more highly-paid
officers, with a view of using that money
to pay increases to those who were paid
at a lower rate. This agitation for in-
creasing salaries looked altogether like
popularity-hunting by some wembers of
this House. As to imequality in the
postal and telegraph services of this
colony as compared with those in other
colonies, the probability was that those
servants of the Federal Government who
were neavest the great heart of the union
would receive more consideration than
those near the extremjties: i other
words, the Federal blanket would be
found to be too short for Western
Australia.

Mz. A. FORREST asked why it was
necessary 1o have in the Coolgardie office
29 telegrapk operators and about 50
clerks, being the same number as last
year. The buginess done there at present
could hardly warrant a continuance of
this large nunber of persons in that
office. At Kalgoorlie, the operators and
clerks were also very numerous,

Mz. Moran: They were all very busy
there.

Mgz. A, FORREST : It was ridiculous
to suppose that such a large number of
clerks and operators was necessary at
Coolgardie, under the present condition
of business.

Tae PREMIER: With regard to
remarks about the number of operators
and clerks at Coolgardie, he was inclined
to agree with what the hon. member

said ; for he had already drawn attention .
to this matter more than once, and some
* partly inefficient and badly paid. T

time ago there was a reduction made.
He believed there was plenty of room for
retrenchment in this department by re-

[ASSEMBLY.]
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dacing the number of persons employed
in districts were less business was done
than formerly. It wight be that Cool-
gardie wus a repeating station. [Mr.
Morax : It was so.] However, as his
attention had been drawn to this matter,
he would again draw attention to it him-
self and have it inquired into.

Mr. VOSPER: Having raised this
question of increases several times, the
remarks of themember for East Coolgurdie
(Mr. Moran) did not traverse the point
be bad made the previous evening in
regard to the unfairness of the increases
in salary in several departments. The
increases given were altogether dispro-
portionate in this department as compared
with increases given in various other
departments.

Toe Premier said he did not admit
that.

Mz. VOSPER challenged the Premier
to deny that it was so, on the basis of
the figures quoted before.

Tav PrEMIER : Everyone was not pre-
pared to accept the basis of the figures
quoted by the hon. member.

Mr. VOSPER: TIucreases of salavy
should be Qistributed over all the depart-
ments,

Tue Premier: £10 increase had been
given to everyone receiving under £275
a year.

Me. VOSPER: But not in the Post
Office.

Mz. Mogan: Why not object to other
items when they were reached, and show
how money could be saved?

Mr. YVOSPER: Yes; und money
saved in that way could he given to
others who had not received increases.
Money could be saved also by not spend.
ing it on some of the objects whicl
appeared in this year's Estimates; fo
instance, the £3,000 put down for pur-
chasing some land at Peppermint Grove
belonging to Mrs. Keune, which land he
was told was worth scarcely more thav
half thut amount. Thuat purchase mighi
be put off, at any rate, and the money
expended in doing justice to persons whe
were badly paid in the public service. Ti
was better to have a comparatively
small staff, thoroughbly eflicient and
well paid, than to have a large staff

we could cut down a number of thos
employed and increuse the salaries
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of those remaining, we should effect a °

great economy. He was told that even in
St. George's Terrace, two letter-carriers
usually accompanied each other,and why
two should be required for the same round
he could not understand. The Govern-
ment might save as much, by economising
in various branches of the Post Office, as
would meet the extra expense of making
these increases ; and all that members now
asked was that an effort should be made
to see whether this could be done, with
the view of removing anomalies.

Ture Premier: Which were the par-
ticular items the hon. member wanted to
be increased ?

Me. VOSPER: It was not easy to
point out particular cases, and say this
1an or that man should havean increase;
but a board consisting of heads of
departments had reported in favour of a
certain clussification in the Postal and
Telegraph Department; but the Premier,
on receiving the estimate and the recom-
mendations for increase, had insisted on
cutting down the amounts, and so the
system had gone back to that of the old
anomalies,

Tat Premier suid he had never heard
anything about this board, before it was
mentioned the other evening by one or
two members.

Mz. VOSPER: Perhaps the Premicr
had hearad of it since.

THE PrREMIER: No; he had not.

Mzr. VOSPER: Then, although the
Premier had heard of this a week ago, he

| had made noinquiry in regard toit. This
did oot hold out much hope of improve-
ment. -

Tee Prewmier: The Estimates could
not be remodelled in the short time
available, after they were put on the table
of this House.

Mz. VOSPER: Then it was useless to
discuss these Estimates, if no change or

improvement was to follow on the discus- . 1
: could get for theservices to be performed,

sion. The Premier had admitted that a
. saving could be made in some directions,

and if so it should be done, and the money

applied to increasing salaries. It would
he better to report progress, to give the
Premier an opportunity of finding whether
some remedy could be devised to stop
these anomalies.

Mr. PIESSE : If anything should con-
vince this Committee that classification
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was necessary, it should follow as a resuls
of the diseussion that had taken place
while these Estimates were before the
Committee. During the 4% years in
which he had had opportunities of arrang-
ing for salaries m his departments, he
found on each occasion great difficulty
in dealing with this question of increases
for want of a complete classification of
officers. 1In regard to the railways, there
was some system of classification, and it
worked better than was the case in most
other departments with regard to salaries
and increases. An effort was made some
years ago in the Works Department to
bring in a departmental svstem of classi-
fication; and, while it continued, that
system worked fairly well, but latterly
the system had fallen out of use, and the
old practice had been followed of recom-
mendations being made by heads of
departments and by the Minister. The
attention of the Government having now
been drawn io the necessity of thoroughly
reconsidering this matter, the Premier
might be expected to see what could be
done. There ought to be some system of
classification throughout the service, and
thus avoid the necessity of discussing
these Bstimates in regard to increasing
particular salaries. This wmode of bring-
ing out individuai officers and recom-
mending them for the consideration of
the Government, through the action of
this or that member of the House,
was certainly detrimental to the ser-
vice, and it alse brought particular
officers into a prominence which was not
desirable, and in 2 manner which made
it troublesome to officers, to mem-
bers of this House, and to the Govern-
ment. There was now a tendeney to
shorten hours and to increase the pay,
and we were coming to this, that we
found most of the departments were
overmanned, about which he had not the
slightest doubt. What was needed was
that we should have the best men we

that these men should be paid well, and
in this way we might veduce the nuinbher
considerably in many parts of the public
service. There was a danger in advo-
cating the claims of individual officers
and of particular departments, and it
caused trouble to Ministers. TUntil some
propersystem of classification was adopted,
there would be no satisfaction to anybodr.
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Such a system would overcome difficul-
ties, for there would then be no necessity
to deal with individual items on the
Estimates. The matter should be firmly
taken in hand, each department rigorously
investigated and ent down where neces-
sary, the best men retaived, and a system
instituted advantageous to the country
and accepiable to the service.

Mze. MORAN : The member for North-
East Coolgardie (Mr. Vosper) had made
a practical suggestion that those in other
departments who were receiving too mach
should be cut down; but there was now
only one department to be dealt with, If
soipe were to be sacrificed, who would
pick out the victims ? Was the Premier
prepared to recommend the striking out
of particular items in the Estimates of
his own department, to increase the
salaries of other officers ?

Tae PREMIER: If hon. wmembers
had had his experience of the discussion
of Estimates, they would have some con-
sideration for Ministers. At this season,
digsatisfaction reigned supreme through-
out the service. Naturally, in this small
colony, there were many officers person-
ally known to Ministers, and who thought
themselves treated in an unfriendly man-
ner if they did not get increases. Year
after year, hon. members had talked
about eclassifying the service, without
resnlt,

Mr. Moran: If a classification were
instituted, fixed salaries must be paid.

Tee PREMIER: True. Classifica-
tion was very well; but under it there
was little room for promotion by merit,
The dolt would be pushed along and the
clever man retarded, and less satisfaction
given than under the present system,
Men of little education and ability pre-
ferred classification, for it gave the
dullard as much chance as the energetic
and capable officer. Classification had
worked well in South Australia, becanse
that colony had gone through a period of
great depression and difficulty. While
prosperous, a colony would always find
its civil service dissatisfied; but when
retrenchment was being effected in this
colony, no grumbling was heard: none
agked for increases, but, on the contrary,
all were glad to retain their positions, and
wmany officers offered to take half their
salaries rather than be retrenched. It
was in the large departments—the Rail-
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! ways and the Post Office—that most was

heard of demands for increases. The .
small departments went by the board, or
looked atter themselves. Doubtless Par-
liament must deal with the matter of
classification, but when dealt with, no
more satisfaction would be given than
now existed. He would lonk into the
matter and make an attempt to classify
the service; but business men could not
afford the time to do this, and it would
probably have to be attempted by a bourd
of, say, three civil servants, whose time
would thus Le oceupied for not less than
o year; and the last state of the service
would then, he believed, be worse than
the first. An officer would get into a
class and stay there. Classification was
detrimental to a good man. In private
employment, men were dealt with on
their merits. No demands for increases
were heard from the servants of private
employers, even when numerous. They
were content to take their chances.
Unless care were taken, the civil service
would become a rod for hon. mem-
bers’ baecks, for the revenue of the
country could not provide these yearly
increases continuously. Though he had
no desire to ineur the displeasure of
his friends in the civil service, he was
responsible for submitting o the House
Estimates which would not ruin the
country, and had therefore to bear the
brunt of these repeated attacks. It gave
him no pleasure to deprive anyone of an
increase, but Ministers had duties which
they must perform, and be assured hon.
members these increases could not con-
tinue, one reason being that money was
not, available, This year the service had
been freated more liberally than for the
last five yuars —certainly better than for
the last three years; yet there had never
been so much dissatisfaction. What was
the service coming to? Apparently officers
wished to serve the State, and at the
same time to rule. Funcy a committee
of civil servants meeting and deciding
what salaries they should be paid, and
hon. members opposite demanding that
the Government should follow their
advice! Mr. Reid, the ex-Treasurer of
New South Wales, had said that if any
Treagurer listened to civil servants’
advice as to their salaries, then good-bye
to the finances of the colony. The
House were the employers entrusted
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vith the public funds, and hon. members !
nust decide the rates of payment.

MR. Vosper: Nevertheless, officers ,
wd a right to make representations tn |
Parliament.

Tae PREMIER : True; but there
was a spirit of disloyalty growing
shroughout the service. Officers, instead
f appealing to Ministers, went to hon.
members; and this was unforfunate for
nembers themselves, who were here to
leal with public affairs generally, and
not with details; yet we found civil
servauts making voluminous refurns for
submission to hon. members, no doubt in
Government time

M=. Piesse : On Government paper,
and with Government. typewriters.

Me. GroreE : The country paid for
the information.

Tur PREMIER : There would be a
day of reckoning, for no institution and
no country could afford to pay its ser-
vants at their own valuation. He believed
the service generally was pretty well
satisfied. But there were departments,
incinding the Post Office, of which the
officers seemed to think thev ought to be
better treated, though in that depart-
raent there was scarcely one who had not
received an increase of some sort ; and
the sole reason why postal officials grum.
bled was that they were about to be
transferred to the Commonwealth, and
therefore feared that unless new arrange-
ments were made, their position on the
federal Estimates wonld be jeopardised.
That was not probable. These officers
would, le believed, be classified by a«
Civil Service Act of the Federal Par-
liament, in which all federal officials
throughout A ustralia would be dealt with
generally. How could any other plan be
possible, seeing there would be continual
transfers from colony to colony ?

Me. A. Y. Hasserr, : But even in this
colony many men refused promotion
rather than change their lecalitios.

Tae PREMIER: True. Nevertheless,
when the federation hud been firmly
established, the Post Office would doubt-
less be ma.ua,,ed as one department, und
as if it were a private business.

Me. Moraw: Like an army,

Mer. HOLMES: There would have
heen a surplus available for postal officials,
had his advice been followed when deal-
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ing with the rmilway Estimates. The

Classification. 1791

large increases granted to high railway
officials should have been cut down. A
main blot in the service was that men
performing the same duties during the
same hours received some £14¢ and
others £160. If each were paid £150,
dissatisfaction would be removed. *

Mgr. Groree: Bubmen must be graded
according to ability.

Mr. HOLMES: No; if any were
incapable of performing the duties, they
should be disrated or dismissed. Reduce
the number of officers and increase the pay.
If officers had more to do, they would
have less time to grumble. Throughout
the whole service, classification was neces-
sary. In the adjoining public buildings
would be found cages where one man did
the work of six, and others where six did
the work of one.

Mr. GEORGE : The last speaker might
be right in principle; but in the postal
Estimates would be found such men as
sorters and letfer-carriers. Would the
hon. member maintain that these men
could be eut down indiscriminately like
the “curled darlings” in some other
departments P

Mr. Hovugs : Taketelegraphoperators,

Mr. GEQRGE : Would the hon. mem-
ber say there were too muny opera-
tors ?

Mr. Hormes: Those who performed
the same doties should receive similar
salaries.

Mr. GEORGE: If the hon. member
had bhad wmore experience of handling
large bodies of men, he would know that,
though there might be a ruling rate of
wages, it was wise for the employer to
pay certain men a higher rate, according
to their greater skill or longer expeneuce
He (Mr. George) had never been
approached by a single officer of the
department, and he was speaking gener-
ally as to using the pruning knife. It
was natural to suppose the Premier
would be hardly as big a sinner at start-
ing as later on, when he found the
reductions were only a litile. He had
cut down to the exteunt of something like
£228,000.

Tae Minister oF MINEs:
in salaries.

Me. GEORGE: Naturally there was a
certain amount of feeling on the part of
some officials when they found men in
other departments who had not been so

Noi much
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long in the service, and who apparently
jumped from small salaries to larger
ones, had not had the pruning knife
applied to them. It was a farce to discuss
the Estimates, because we could not alter
them, If the Government had made up
their *minds, they had a majority that
would carry them through. As to any
Supplementary Estimates, it wasnonsense
to talk about them. There wassupposed
to be a surplus of £8,000, but no pro-
vision was made to pay interest on
Treasury bills which if not already
issued would be issued shortly. Then
there was payment of members, and the
money had to be found.

Tae PREMIER: One did not wish to
delay the Committee, but he would like
to say once for all, and he hoped every-
one would understand it, that as faras he
wag aware the salary of no civil servant
mentioned in these items had been
reduced. An arrangement was made by
which up to £275 a vear the Minister
arranged the salaries, and after that the
salaries were arranged by special recom-
wendation of Ministers. He (the Premier)
personally never used the pruning knife.
As the Minister of Mines stated, the |
pruning knife was applied to contingen-
cies, to the public works and the public
buildings, and to the items at the end of .
the departmental estimates. {

Mz. PIESSE: The complaints were .
not so much in regard to increases, though
no doubt there were anomalies, and some
officers received more than they should,
whilst others got too little. Classification
was required, but it would be difficult to
bring about a classification which would ]
be acceptable throughout. There was
another way of meeting the difficulty, by ,

which we could save money. We should
employ good men, pay them well, and the
hours should be increased from 9 to 5;
and even then the hours would be shorter
than in business establishments in the
city. Moreover, at present there was
many a quarter of an houar short, and ifa
man was more than 10 minutes late that
should be known. That was the rule
adopted in the Waorks Department, and
with very great satisfuction, and it should .
be adopted in every other department in

the gervice. It was the rule, he believed,

but was the rule always carried into

effect 7 With regurd to retrenchment,
there was no more painful period during |
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the time of his admintatration than the
eighteen months when 340 officers of
the Public Works Department were
retrenched in consequence of the cessa.
tion of work, and other causes. 'We should
have to go intc this matter very soonm,
nnd it would be necessary to pick out
the best men, and let those not worthy of
their pay go.

Mr. GREGORY : Many who received

_ from £160 down to £80 a year were,
. instead of working from 9 to 4, working

fully eight hours, and in many instances
nine and ten hours, without extra pay,
He knew of several instances i which
men who had to discharge most respon-
sible duties, and were married, received
only from £130 to £140 a year. An
eight-hours day was long encugh, and if
it was necessary for the men to work
nine or ten hours, they should be remu-
nerated. He did not say that what he
spoke of was geperal. He hoped that if
the member for the Williams (Mr. Piesse)
got into power again he would see that
some of the curled darlings in the Lands
and Public Works and Mines Depart-
ments, and other departments, would
have to work something like eight hours
a day, and that those in the Postal and
Telegraph Department wonld not have to
work any more than that.

Mer. QUINLAN said hehad been asked
to bring this question before the notice
of the (Gtoveroment, more especially in
order that this department should be
placed in a similar position to the depart-
ments of other colonies which would be
handed over to the Commonwealth Par-
limment. Salaries had been raised within
the current year. He had u paper called
the 1'ransmaiier, which showed there bad
been a number of increases. An assistant
electrician had his salary increased from
£350 to £400, and two assistant station

. managers had theirs increased from £350

to £375.

Tre PREMIER:
thaty

Mr. QUINLAN: New South Wales.
There were instances of managers getting
£600 and £700, and electricians £500
and £600. Part of the public service in
this colony would be transferred to the
Commonwealth, and the officers would be
ut a dlsadva,ntage with respect to their
. salaries as compared with officers in other
colonies.

What colony was
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Me. MoorgEan: Did the hon, member
wish the salaries to be raised to the points
wmentioned ?

Me. QUINLAN: Balaries here had
been raised so far as the inspectors were
concerned, but he understood they had
not been raised in other cases.

Mz, PIESSE: The member for North
Coolgardie (Mr. Gregory) referred to
payments of £60 or £80 a year. Tnsome
instances saluries were small, but as a
rule during the last five years there had
been a considerable inereuse in most
departments. Those who once received
£60 or £70 a year and held the same
position as they filled four or five years
ago, were now receiving from £100 to
£120. Not only had there been an
increase in regard to postal officials, but
others as well, If a man filled a position
he should be paid according to the work
he did. If classification were introduced,
men would be put at one rate of salary,
but that would not work. There must
be at least four grades inevery class. As
to the rate of pay, 25 years ago people
had to do the same work at salaries of
£L60 or £70 a year perhaps, and one man
had to deal with a matter on which to-day
three or four would be enguged. It took
all inflvence and possible representations
to get an increase of £5 a year, and when
onereceived the magnificent salary of about
£80a year, he was consideredalmost alord.
People were now only working six hours
and were receiving £230 for the same
service as that rendered 20 years ago for
£70. A man who went into the country
got £60 a year, and probably £15 allow-
ances, and had to work 12 hours. There
were no three shifts in the old times, and
if anything bad to be done a man per-
haps had to work 24 hours.

Me. MITCHELL referring to the item,
“ Narra Tarra Postmaster, £30,” said the
post office was kept by an old servant
who had been employed for forty years.

Tre PreEMiEr: Was this person a
farmer ?

Mer. MITCHELL : Yes. The place
was coming to the fore, and a consider-
able number of letters had to be dealt
with. He hoped the Premier would see
fit to give this old servant £10 a year for
rent.

Tae PREMIER said he did not know
anything about this matter, but he sup-
posed the amount on the Estimates was
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a sort of fee to some settler who kept a
post office, and the mail probably arrived
once a week.

Meg. GEORGE said that in his dis-
trict the person who attended to the
postal duties got £10, and there was a
mail delivered every day, letters being
received for, probably, some 60 or 70
Persons.

Mr. MOORHEAD, veferring to re-
ceivers of mailbags at Meekatharra and
the Golden Horseshoe, in the North
Murchison district, urged that as they
received nothing for this service it was
desirable some allowunce should be made.
In the case of the Golden Horseshoe,
about 220 people were settled there, and
a battery of 100 head of stamps was being
erected, so that there must be considerable
postal business. He hoped these cases
would be considered.

Tee PREMIER : There was a generil
vote out of which receivers of mailbags
were paid, but he would inquire into
these cases.

Mg. GEORGE, referring to itemn “ In-
cidental expenses, £2,650,” asked if this
provision was suflicient, seeing that in the
two previous years the amount actually
expended under this head was consider-
ably more? Had this amount been cut
down ?

Tag PREMIER said he could not
answer the question. The amount could
not be increased now without » Message
from the Governor.

Mr. GEORGE, referring to item
“ Subsidies, costal steamer services,
£7,650," asked for explanation of the
increased amount.

Tre PREMIER : The importance of
the Phillips River goldfield rendered it
increasingly necessary to continue the
mail steamer service aloug that coast.
The contractors had threatened to knock
off the service between Albany and
Esperance unless an increased subsidy
was paid; and the Government, rather
than stop the service, consented to increase
the subsidy, especially with a view to the
convenience of people at the Phillips
River goldfield, and for the benefit of
Albany.

Vote put and passed.

Audit, £6,037 13s. 4d. :

Mr. GEORGE, referring to item
* Chief Inspector of Accounts (7 months
at £350 per annum), £204 3s. 4d.,” said



1794 Annual Estimates ;

this officer’s services appeared to have
been discontinued, but tlinere was no pro-
vision for another officer. In connection
with this reduction in the staff of the
Audit Department, he must call attention
to & painful inquiry which had been held
during the last few weeks affecting the
Railway Department, and one result had
been a general desire expressed in the
public Press and in this House for the
railway accounts to be audited by the
Audit Department of the Government, so
as to have an independent aundit in addi-
tion to any audit by officers of the Rail.
way Department.

TaE PREMIER: The Chief Tnspector
in the Audit Department had been per-
forming the duties of Resident Magistrate
at Katanning during that officer’s absence.
The Resident Magstrate would return
about the end of the year, and then this
officer would resume his duties in the
Audit Department. The duties of this
officer had presumably been performed by
other officers in the Audit Department
during his absence.

Mr. GEORGE : Secing that the Audi-
tor General had from time to time in
recent years reported this department as
under-manned, and that the duties were
increasing, it was to be regretted these
repeated requests for increases of strength
had not been complied with. and that the
representations on this point made by the
Auditor General had heen practically
ignored by the Government and by this
House. Was it right to have an officer
in charge of this department whose
requests and recommendations continued
o be persistently ignored ?

Vote put and passed.

Observatory, £3,325 0s. 4d. :

Mr. KINGSMILL: Some anomalies
in the salaries appeared in the Estimates
of this department. The Meteorological
Computer and Astronomical Observer had
received an increase of £10, makiog his
salary £260; while the Astrouomical
Computer and Observer had received an
increase of £50, making his salary £250.
Thus the first of these officers had an
increase of £10 on a salary of £250, and
the second had an increase of £50 on
a salary of £200. Why this apparent
glight on the first of these officers, who
was stated to be most deserving, and had
practically to do the whole of the executive
work of the department ?
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Tae PREMIER : Those Estimates
came to him in the present state, and he
could not explain the difference. If he
hazarded an opinion on the circumstances,
he would say both these officers were
valuable men in their positions, and were
about the same; but the one who had the
genior position and a higher salary got
an increase of £10, while the second
officer who had been receiving much less
got an increase of £50, making the two
more nearly equal.

Mr. Mogran: The first of these was
of a higher class than the second.

Trg PREMIER: These three officers,
the Astronomer and the two Computers,
were poorly paid for the work they had
to do; but the Estimates were just as he
received them, and he regretted that these
men were not better paid, as all three
ought to receive higher salaries. Refer-
ring to the work of this department, it
would be gratitying to members to know
that the time-ball now showed (Greenwich
time at one o'clock daily at Fremantle;
and in addition to the time.ball dropping
at one o’clock, a signal could be given by
arrangement at any time, so that captains
in the harbour could ascertain the exact
Greenwich time whenever it was required.
This arrangement put Fremantle in the
same position as a firet.class port in any
part of the world, as far as longitude
time is concerned. The work done by
this department was of great value, and
although the total charge on the Hsti-
mates was £3,325, yet by fur the greater
part of this wae a charge in existence
before, under the old arrangement for
making and recording meteorological
observations throughout the colony. The
salaries and some contingency expenses,
made necessary by the starting of the
Observatory, amounted to £1,655.

Me, KINGSMILL expressed pleasure
at hearing the Premier's remarks. These
three officers should be put on the same
level as those in other colonies who were
doing the same class of work, and all
three were underpaid. The Astronomer
was paid much less than Astronomers in
any other part of Australia. The Astro-
nomical Computer and Observer in Sydney
was paid £450, and had residence pro-
vided. In Adelaide, the officers started
at £350, and rose by £15 increases to
£425. In Vietoria, the officers received
| about £500 a year, This comparison
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was proof to anybody that-officials in this

colony connected with the Olservatory.

were extremely poorly paid, and the
Grovernment should endeavour to increase
the salaries.

Mr. QUINLAN supported the remarks
of the hon. member, and said his atten-
tion had also been called to the compari-
sons of salaries paid to similar officers in
the other colonies. He hoped the Gov-
ernment wounld take this matter into
consideration.

Vote put and passed.

Inthographic, £6,640—agreed to.

This completed the votes for the depart-
ment, and concluded the Estimates for
the year.

Resolutions reported to the House.

RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by the PreMIkr, Estimates
recommitted for correcting total amounts
in the Customs, Harbour and Light,
Railways and Tramways, and Public
Buildings votes; some errors having crept
in during the hurried completion of the
Estimates.

On motions by the PremiEr, the total
of Customs was altered to £31,490; the
total of Harbour and Light to £20,248;
the total of Railways and Tromways to
£920,736; " and the total of Public
Buildings to £182,666 13s. 4d.

Further resolutions reported.

LOAN ESTIMATES.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed from previous
sitting.

Vote — Railways
£506,876 5s. 94.:

Me. MORAN, referring to item
“ @eraldton to Murchison Goldfields
Railway, £25,000,” said such a thin
House when this important line was
being discussed was an object lesson on
the present state of Parliament. It
would be most unbecoming if hon.
members did not ask the Commissioner
of Railways and the member representing
the district (Mr. Moorhead) for full and
complete statistics regarding this railway
and its prospects. The member for the
district seemed to think hon. members
had already made up their minds on the
subject.

Me. MoorrEAD 8aid ke did not know
where their minds were situated.

ond  Tramways,
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Me. MORAN: The hon. member
should not invite opposition; for if the
Committee did their stern duty, they
would not listen to fresh loan proposals;
and if the Opposition followed their
policy of this session, he (Mr. Moran)
would support them. Nevertheless, this
projected railway had special claims
which the Norsewan Jine did not possess.
This was a trunk line railway, tapping a
country which might become a great
gold-bearing district; there were several
centres 1n the Murchison district, whereas
at Norseman there was only ome; and
therefore he would ask for information
regarding the population, mining returns,
eteetera, so that hon. members might
have some excuse for fulfilling the pro-
mise of a railway which had been given
four or five years ago. This wus a
serious matter, for the line would cost
£500,000, seeing that, to be of any service
at all, it must be continued to Peak Hill.
The hon. member representing the district
should say something in favour of the
Line.

Mr. Moorueap: Having some con-
sideration for the Committee, he would
keep silence.

Me. MORAN : What!

Mz. Moormeap said he did not wish
to act as a jack-in-the-box.

Mr. MORAN: The hon. member
might do so for once. The public debt
of this colony had nearly reamched its
extrerme limit. In sizx months' time there
would be a general election, when the
country would probably say this line was
not justified. He asked the Government
and the hon. member interested for full
information, and it was highly improper
for the hon, member to answer him with
sneers.

Tae PREMIER: The last speaker
probably kmew as much about the line as
anybody, having been a wmember of
Parliament so long. For a long while
Nannine had been an important centre.
In 1896 the House agreed to construct
the line, but, there being many other
worksin hand, this had been deferred. In
that district there were now the Peak Hill
goldfields, Meekatharra, Yalgowra, and
Luake Way; and when this line had been
built, the traffic to Lake Wavy would go
vi¢ Nannine. On the route was Tucka-
narra, which, though not fourishing,
promised well for the future.
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Me. Moraxn: (ive a few figures.

Tee PREMIER : There must be some
1,000 people at Nannine and neighbour-
hood, nearly that number at Peak Hill,
and perhaps 500 in the Lake Way district,
where a big company had spent much
money, and had stated that when this
railway were built it would place £50,000
worth of machinery on its mine.

Mr. GeorGE: Would the railway pay ?

Tae PREMIER: No doubt it would
pay very well, and would be the means of
peopling the district and opening up new
centres.

Mz. Mogax: The present railway did
not pay.

Tae PREMIER : Indeed? That was
not certain. Moreover, the line would
cheapen the food supply of the metropolis:
meat could be brought from Nannine by
rail, and the pastoralists would thus be
benefited. The item was the fulfilment
of an obligation Parliament had entered
into in 1896, and sinee that time the
House had never said the line should not
be constructed. Four years ago the line
had been authorised, the money had then
been available, the special Act had been
passed, and now the project came before
hon. members in the only possible way—
on the Loan Estimates. True, it might
have been brought up by an abstract
resolution, but there had surely been no
expression of opinion against building
the line.

Mr. Morax: The Opposition had
opposed it in their policy, as was evidenced
by their speeches.

Tag PREMIER: But hon. members
opposite, after hearing his explanation,
now knew there would be no difficulty in
raising the money. [SEveraL MEMBERS :
Oh, ok!] The only difficulty in raising
money wag one of payment. It was not
even a question of security, as some hon.
members might think. At times, no
matter what security was forthcoming, a
loan could not be floated, and people
would not lend it. In regard to this
colony at present, and for years past, it
had never been a question of security,
but of money being available at the priee,
and he had no anxiety as to finding all
the money we wanted. This work ought
to bé carried out in accordance with the
promise made, and it would give great
satisfaction to all that part of the country.
It would give the people renewed hope, as
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the member for Yilgarn (Mr. Qats) knew,

.and especially would it give much satis-

faction to Greraldton. Everyone who knew
anything about the subject would say we
had done quite right.

Me. MOORHEAD: Speaking on
behalf of a constituency sadly neglected
by those who ought to have discharged
their duties to the country at large, he
said the member for East Coolgardie and
other members who formerly voted for
the Murchison goldfields railway must
have known they were voting for a line to
Nannine, and to Nannine alone. At that
time the district was undeveloped, but
places had since sprung up, and the
returns from the Murchison district amply
warranted the expectation that this would
be the coming distriet of the colony, or
at least one of the coming districts. The
Premier had given the names of one or
two centres, and he (Mr. Moorhead)
could supplement the list by saying that
between Cue and Nannine was the dis-
trict. known as Meekatharra, and we had
other places starting up such as Abbot's,
Star of the Bast, Quinn’s, Stake Well,
Munara Gully, Gabbanintha, Barna-
coora, Peak Hill, Ravelstone, Horseshoe,
and Pinnacles. Without counting Lake
Way, the inhalitants of which num.
bered about 400, the population imme-
diately to be served by this line would
be something like 2,500. As to the gold
returns, the heads of stamps at present
on the North Murchison numbered 160,
exelusive of Peak Hill and Tuckanarra,
At Peak Hill there were 50 head and
100 wers to be erected at Horseshoe,
besides which there were now at Cue
800 tons of machinery for the Horseshos.
Altogether there were something like 300
head. From Peak Hill alone, the return
for the ten months ending October this
year showed 25,460 ounces, and the
return for the rest of the district
indicated about 27,000 ounces, making
altogether a refurn of 50,000 ounces
from that particular district. Moreover
the returns this year were lower than
last, through a considerable downfall of
rain in that distriet which led to the
total cessation of mining, especially in
the locality of Nannine. The mines were
closed down for over six weeks through
want of firewood, and some, he believed,
had not yet started again. That circum-
stance was one of the strongest argu-



Loan Estimates :

ments in favour of the construction of
this line. In addition to the settled
population, there were a large number of
prospectors, and, taking them at 200, we
had a total population of 2,700. He
could not understand how it was that
the line from Geraldton to Cue had not
paid, seeing that every train was crowded
with passengers and goods. With both
thoze requisites a line ought to pay, and
he was astonished to find that this line
did not pay.

Mr. Geomge: The line did pay.
There was an excess of revenue over
expenditure,

Me. Moran : It did not pay. Let the
hon, member read the railway report.

Mz. Piesse : It paid working expenses,
and there was a balance of £23,000
towards interest.

Mzr. MOORHEAD: The matter seemed
inexplicable.

Tee Premier: The line paid more
than working expenses.

Mz Pressg : It did not pay interest.

Me. MOORHEAD : The line from
Cue to Nannine would pay from its
inception. The batteries in the district
were increasing in number, and there
was also an increase in population. We
were justified in concluding the district
deserved the line, especially in view of
the fact that five years ago, when the
district was undeveloped, the House con.-
sidered the line would be warranted.
The hopes of the people had been buoyed
up. The line would assist in developing
the country, and it would pay.

Mzr. GEORGE : There was no .desire
on the part of any hon. member to block
progress in any district in Western Aus-
traha. The motives that actuated the
nmember for East Coolgardie (Mr. Moran)
actnated a number of members. Was it
wise, on the eve of the greatest change
possible for Western Australia, to commit
ourselves to what perhaps would be
a much higher expenditure than was
patent at the present titne ? Personally,
in his own business it was far betier
for him to do everything he could
to give communication to the goldfield
districts, but he asked himself whether
he would be doing his duty to the country
in voting large sums of money which he
felt we could not afford. The country
now owed something like £14,000,000,

[20 Novemsrr, 1900.]

net result was a loss of £8,768.
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and was it wise to add materially to that
indebledness ?
Mk, Mo=rax :
£15,000,000 now.
Mr. GEORGE: One was not desirous
of hindering railways in the colony if we
could afford them, but he weuld enter his
protest against the Geraldton to Mur-
chison railway, and against any extension
of railways, until we knew where we were.
Me. PIESSE: The Northern railways
cost £846,797, and the total interest was
£32,228. There was a profit, after pay-
ing working expenses, of £23,460, so
that taking interest into account %e
e
must not forget that a porfion of this
amount was expended on a railway that
was not paying too well, and the money
for which was borrowed at a high rate of
interest, namely the Northampton rail-
way; 80 that deducting £6,552 from
the apparent loss, we would have an
actual loss of £2,216, which would be
infinitesimal as compared with the advan-
tages that would accrue and had already
accrued to the Northern district. There-
fore, after ull, it was rather s, matter for
congratulation to find this railway had
been s0 successful. The traffic during the
last two and a balf years had been more
than was anticipated when the railway
was constructed ; and the returns placed
before hon. members would show that,
after dedueting from this railway the cost
of the Northampton line. which had
never paid, the apparent loss was very
small. There was sufficient in the argu-
ment used by the member for North
Murchison (Mr, Moorhead) to show a
justification for the extension of this line
another 25 miles at any rate ; and although
he (Mr. Piesse) had earlier in the session
opposed the construction of a railway to
Norseman, the cost of which would have
been very large, still the continuance of
this Cue-to-Nannine railway would not
involve anything like so great a cost to
the colony as that other proposal. It
was proposed also to use some of the
material from another railway; and if
this line were constructed as far as
Tuckanarra, it would be a great help to
that district, alihough we must be careful
to carry out the construction at as low a
cost as possible in the first instance.
Me. A. FURREST, in supporting the
vote, said some members, more especially

The amount was
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the member for Bast Coolgardie, because
he could not get his own way at the
beginning of the session, now wished to
throw out the proposal for this railway,
What had another election to do with this
railway, when the money had been voted
for it in 18967 The reasons why the
work was not carried out at that time
were that the colony could not well afford
it ; also that Nannine was not progress-
ing, and Peak Hill was practically not
known. But those who had visited
Nannine recently, as he had done, would
say at once the people there deserved
a railway, not only for themselves, but to
allow further traffic to be carried inland,
for enabling them to get machinery on to
the ground, and enabling them to live at
a cheaper rate. In sending this railway
inland, where railways ought to go, we
were taking the right course; for he did
not helieve in the construction of coastal
railways, but liked to see railways going
right away inland, so that farmers might
send produce into the back country and
the people there might Lring down their
vold. Members of this House had voted
for themselves a salary, although this
Parliament was said to be moribund;
therefore it was not too moribund to
authorise the construction of thia railway
for 25 miles further inland. After the
speech of the member for the Williams
{Mr. Piesse), and seeing that the Gerald-
ton-Cue railway had realised a surplus
of £22,000 on the year’s working, while
it had tacked on to it a railway (North-
ampion) that did not pay, it must be
evident that an extension of this line for
25 miles was one of the most important
factors for bringing traffic to the Cue
line.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : In reminding
wembers of the history of this line, they
would recollect that the first proposal
was for a railway to Cue; and when
a tender was accepted, 1t was found that
the cost of the line would leave a surplus
of about £84,000 on the estimate of the
Engineer-in-Chief.  Immediately that
was known, he asked a question, and
indeed pledged the Government that the
surplus of £84,000 should not be removed
from the Murchison district, but be used
in railway construection and extension
there. As a consequence, in 1896 a Bill
was passed for the construction of a rail-
way from Cue to Nannine.
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was made, but for various reasons, there
being a depression in the colony at the
time, that vote was trenched upon, and
of course he disapproved of that course
being taken, although the money was
spent in the district, and the promise of
the Government was kept so far by cer-
tain waterworks and other public con-
veniences being provided, until the vote
was reduced to about £45,000. He
wanted to make it clear to the Committee
that when we started the present session,
members on the Opposition side of the
House opposed any increase of loan
expenditure for reasons then stated.
Mr. Moran: And the hon. member
mentioned this work amongst others.
Mg. ILLINGWORTH : True; but he
had said that not even for the construc-
tion of the Nanmine railway should we
borrow further; and if this were a pro-
posal to borrow money in addition to
that already voted and available, he
would oppose the railway as firmly as
anyove. But the Government, he under-
stood, proposed to expend the balance of
the original vote of £84,000—between
£40,000 and £45,000—in carrying this
railway towards Naunine, perbaps to
Tuockanarra. Would the Government
say how it was proposed to construct the
rallway—departmentally or by tender ?
Mz, Pigsse: It should he by contract.
Me. ILLINGWORTH : And how far—
from Cue to Tuckaparra? It was pro-
posed  this £25,000 should be exclusive
of expenditure on rails and fastenings ;
and presumably the cost of rails and
fastenings would represent the balance
of the money available. The Premier
had said this expenditure would take the
line to Tuckanarra. If so, the proposal
committed Parliament to nothing but the
departmental construction of the line to
that place. If, however, it was to be
built by contract, how far was the rail-
way to go? He would object to being
committed to expending £25,000 on a
railway which might go to Peak Hill.
Tue PrEmier: By the special Act, it
could not go further than Nannine.
Mz. ILLINGWORTH : A new gold-
field had recently been discovered in the
district, and to take in that field it might
be desirable to alter the route, and by so
doing the distance to Peak Hill might be
shortened. Would the tender be let for
a line to Tuckanarra or to Nannine? If



Loan Estimates :

the latter, how did the Government pro-
pose to raise the balance of the money ?

M=z, MooruaEAD: Would the hon,
member vote against the line to Nannine ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Thut would
depend upon the answers to his questions.

Me. MoorEEAD : The hon. member had
advocated such a line,

%n. ILLINGWORTH: And did so
still,

Mz. MoorugaD: Apparently ihe hon.
member was still “sitting on a rail.”

Mz ILLINGWORTH: The hon.
member was talking politics. He (Mr.
Llingworth ) was askmg for facts. Would
the tender be let to Nannine, or as far as
the money available would carry the line ?
That question ought to be asked and
answered, for it was useless to propose to
start the railway without knowing how
the money was to be raised.

Tre PrEMIER : Borrow some.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : Who would do
the borrowing ?

Tre PrEMizn:

rhaps.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: Then the
present Government proposed to incur
responsibilities which a future Govern-
ment must take over?
the “game” during the whole session.
The member for North Murchison (Mr.

The hon. member,

Moorhead) bad jumped to the conclusion : pa;
that he {(Mr. Ilingworth) was opposed to

the riilway to Nannine. Why, there
would have been no money for the rail-
way and no special Act, but for him. He
had never opposed the railway, and was
not opposing it now. But this Parlia-
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Cue to Nannine were dependent on
further borrowing, he would vote against
it; bLut he still favoured the spending of
the money he had ear-marked in 1395,
and procured to be voted in 1896.

Mg. GEorGE: Was the hor. member
justified in doing so, if circumstances had
changed ?

Mr. ILLINGWORTH: Circumstances
had changed for the better.

Mr. Morav: The financial position
was not better.

THE PrEMIER:
doubled.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH : Deal with vne
thing 2t a time. The warrant for the
construction'of a line to Nannine was not
g0 good in 1896 as now. At that time
Peak Hill was only a prospecting field,
but was now an established goldfield,
around which other centres had grown
up, Then the gnly valuable mine beyond
Nannine was the “ Star of the Bast”;
but since, new goldfields bad been dis-
covered beyond. During recent floods
the district could not be reached by mail

The revenue had

- coach, and the inhabitants had been in

That had been

ment eould not spend money it did npt

possess ; and in the Loan Act passed this
session there was mo provision for the
extension of the line, consequently the
only money available was that in hand,
the balance of the money left over from
the Cue railway. Therefore, in voting for

this line in these circumstances, he was -

not violating the principle with which he
started this session, that principle being
to oppose any new work involving further
borrowing,

The crux of the question :

was whether the Government intended to .
accept tenders for a railway to Naunine,

when there was no provision to raise the
money. If so, Ministers must show the
Committee how the balance of the money
was to De raised, and must get the
requisite authority. If the railway from

danger of starvation, so there was no
doubt of the desirableness of the railway ;
but it was not. justifiable to borrow more
money for building the line.

Tae PreMIEg: Not even if it would
o

%IR. ILLINGWORTH : No. We could
spend 20 millions during the next five
years in building lines that would pay;
but it did not follow it would De wise to
borrow the money.

Tre PrEMIER: Yes.

Me. JLLINGWORTH : That was a
question of policy. If this £25,000 were
to come out of the balance in hand, and
the rails ard fastenings could be pur-
chased with the remainder of the money
available, and the railway could be
carried as far as Tuckanarra, he would
vote for the item.

Tue PREMIER: This moeney would
be expended in extending the railway
towards Nannine; and the Government
had no intention during the present finan-
cial year, until Parliament met again, of
spending more, or incurriog any hability

ter than the amount authorised,
£42,000 odd. He did not know how we
should build the railway. We should be
guided by the Engineer-in-Chief, to a
large extent. Very likely we shonld
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build it by day labour, as we had decided
i0o build the Leonora railway hy day
labour. That being so, we could go on
with the work, and we would do so as
quickly as possible. Under existing con-
ditions, we could not spend this £42,000
before the House again met. The House
would then be asked fo authorise more
to continue the line on to Navnine. But
we were not going to anticipate the
authorisation Purliament had given us,
nor was there the slightest reason for
doing so.

Me. HUTCHINSON : The district
beyond Cue had a right to the proposed
rallway, and if it were built it would pay,
provided we had a proper classification of
rates. He did not believe it would pay
with the present classification. TUnder
present conditions, flour, grain, potatoes,
onions, or chaff might be sent from Fre-
mantle to Cue at £1 11s. 1d. The same
class of goods would be taken on to
Nannine from Fremantle at the rate of
1s. per ton per 100 miles. The same
goods from Geraldton to Cue had to pay
£1 1s. per ton (“A"” rates). Had not
the time arrived when we should have
the goods rates re-classified, so that the
district which had railway communica-
tion should pay for it? We should not
allow Fremantle, Perth, or any other
portion of the colony to be practically
subsidised by the State in order that
they might rob the other parts of the
colony. If one wanted to send agri-
cultural stuff from Geraldton to Cue,
he had to pay £1 ls, and it could be
sent from Fremantle for £1 11s. 1d. We
would be justified in building this rail-
way, but the Commissioner of Railways
ought to insist upon men paying for
what they got, and upon Fremantle
merchants being placed on the same
footing as merchants in other parts of
the colony.

Me. Presse: The Albany man had the
same chance.

Me. HUTCHINSON : Would the hon.
member say we were justified in carrying
at these rates ?

Me. Pmesse: It was on the principle
which many members had pressed for,
that of differential raies.

Mr. HUTCHISON said he had never
pressed for differential rates. A depata-
tion waited on the Commissioner of Rail-
ways recently, and he gave a reply that
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would be an insult to a seven-year-old
schoolboy. If goods were carried on the
present classification, we would be carry-
Ing goods from Fremantle at 1s. per ton
per 100 miles, He would support the
construction of the railway under discus.
sion, but if hon. members would look inte
this question of rates, they would see that
he was justified in what he had said.

Mz. MITCHELL, in supporting this
railway, said if the Government did not
intend to build the railway at the present
time, they would bhe breaking faith with
the people in that district. The member
for Central Murchison (Mr. Illingworth),
who had advocated it, represented a con-
stituency which would prefer not to see
this railway go farther than Cue,

Mr. IrurinewomTH: They were not
dog-in-the-manger, there.

Mr. MITCHELL: The member for
West Kimberley (Mr. A. Forrest) had
gone out of his way to attack the pioneer
Northern railway, which had been
dubbed a “ white elephant; but with-
out disputing as to the colour of the
“ elephant,’” the Government had put all
they could against it, and it was a case of
“mve a dog o bad name and it will stick
to him.” He (Mr. Mitchell) had tried to
disgociate the accounts of this railway
from those of the other line to which it
was joined, and he had always met with
a lot of difficulties. A few days ago he
got a motion carried in this House,
affirming that a return should be pro-
duced showing the cost of running a
special train from Geraldton to North-
ampton and back. And, now that he
had got the return, he intended to have it
published in the newspapers, for it was an
msult to himself and to the district he
represented.

Mr. Gromrae: And yet the hon.
member sat on the Government side!

Me. MITCHELL read the “return”
or answer supplied by the General
Manager of Railways, as follows :—

‘With reference to the enclosure, it is difficult
to arrive at a cost closely approaching the
actual expenditure. The working expenses
for last financial year were 49-04 pence per
train mile, which very nearly approached tha
charge made of 5s. per mile, The balance of
about 11d. per mile might be made to cover
gpecinl charges incidental to special trains run
on short notice, as in this case.

‘Was that a fair answer, after the motion
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had been carried ? He bad asked for
water, and they had given him

M. MoRAN : Whisky ; hear, hear.

M=r. MITCHELI, said he would have
this reply published in the newspapers, to
show how the Railway Department treated
this unfortunate pioneer line. He would
support the extension of the Cue railway
to Tukanarra, and in a future session, 1f
he had an opportunity, he would support
the further extension of this line, because
it would not have to stop at Tukanarra,
but must go farther. He would take this
course notwithstanding that he had not
the help of a newspaper to blow his
trumpet; but still he believed he would
be in the next Parliament.

On motion by Mr. Grorag, progress
reported and leave given to sit again.

ADJOUENMENT.

The House adjourned at 11 o’clock,
until the next day.

Fegislative Councid,
Wednesday, 21st November, 1900.

Question: Burning off and Buash  Fires —Motion :
Guano {Abrolhos), to permit export (udJomed)
—~Motion for Papers, Gold-mining Lease
-- Return: Contingents, Deferred Pny—-Mum
clpal InshtutlonsB 1 Remstntement after Count-
- Dot BT sccon seading, o
Bngndes Board Dsbenture Bill, secon:
Committee, third reading—Truck Act Amendment
Bill, Administrator's sugwested Alnend.ment-—ln
dustrial Conciliation and Arbitration Bill, in
Committee, Clause 58 to end, Divigions, reported—
Adjournment.

Tue PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4°30 o’clock, p.m.

PravERS.
QUESTION—BURNING OFF AND BUSH
FIRES.

Honx. R. G. BURGES asked the
Colonial Secretary : r, If he is aware that

the Government is a.llomng persons to ! there was no impost at all.
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Guaro, Ezpori. iso1
burn inall the eastern districts up to the
30th November ? 2, Is the Government
aware that the matter has heen reported
to the Minister of Lands? 13, Can he
state why the Mimister of Lands has
taken no steps to alter such date? 4, Is
the Government aware that large fires
are now raging through the eastern dis-
tricts at the present moment, by reason
of this not being attended to? 5, Does
the Government intend to takeimmediate
steps to stop the continuance of this
burning ?

Tueg COLONIAL SECRETARY
replied : 1. Yes; the date of the com-
mencement of the prohibited period in
the Eastern Districts was altered during
last year from lst October to the ist
Decemnber at the request of ¢he Con-
ference of Rouds Boards held at Northam
on 9th October, 1899. 2. Yes. 3. Bteps
have been taken; the date has now been
amended to lst November, and the
alteration will be notified iu the next
issue of“the Governmeni Gazelte. The
Resident Magistrates at York, Northam,
and Newcastle, and the Government
Land Agent at Beverley have been so
informed, and instructed to make the
alteration public. 4. The Government
is aware of fires having lately occurred
in the Eastern Districts, but can offer no
opinion a8 to origin of same; inquiries
are, however, being made. 5. Yes; see
reply to No. 3.

MOTION—GUANO (ABROLHOS), TO
PERMIT EXPORT.

Hon. R. 8. HAYNES (Central)
moved :

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
unnecessary that the restriction om the ex-
portation of guano from the colony shonld be
further enforced.

Some two years ago a motion was passed
providing that no further leases should
be granted to persons for the exportation
of guano, on the ground that the guano
was required for agriculbural purposes in
the colony. The only place where there
was a guano lease of any large pro-
portions was on the Abrolhos Islands,
and under that lease, which expired in
about three years from now, the lessees
had the right to export guano, on every
ton paying a royalty to the Gtovernment,
though on the guano used in the colony
The lessees



